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 [bookmark: _GoBack]Hexagonal planter for efficient bio-intensive planting
Bio-intensive gardening practices aim to maximize garden space for greater efficiency as well as increased yield. Planting seeds as close together as possible, without overcrowding, is recommended, while planting them in hexagonal arrays instead of traditional, linear rows is optimal. However, properly measuring the spacing and digging holes to the correct depth and width (i.e. to accommodate common 1 3/8-inch soil blocks) can be very time consuming, especially for small-scale farmers and backyard or community gardeners.

Description of the Invention
This planting tool easily creates holes in a hexagonal pattern for planting soil blocks in 30-inch wide beds. Each push of the tool creates two rows of holes in the soil. The tool comes in two sizes, allowing for either 6-inch or 9-inch spacing between the holes in any direction. Planting soil blocks with this tool is much quicker, easier and more accurate: it creates nine holes at a time for 6-inch spacing or five holes at a time for 9-inch spacing and saves the gardener from having to measure the spacing and dig each hole individually. Other tools on the market use snap-in dibbles to create holes for transplanting, in whatever pattern the gardener chooses, but those holes are not the same size as the soil blocks. 
  
Features
Benefits
Evenly spaces holes
Creates holes with either 6-inch or 9-inch spacing
Accommodates traditional soil blocks
Creates several holes at once that accommodate 1 3/8-inch soil blocks 
Quick and easy to use
Saves time and labor 

Potential Applications
Small-scale farmers
Backyard or community gardeners
Similar tool, featuring long pegs instead of square dibbles, garlic/ leek planting
Planting or transplanting
Vegetable gardens
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Technology Status     
A working stainless steel prototype of the invention has been successfully used in the field for two seasons.
Primary Inventor(s)       
Courtney Tchida, 
Minnesota Institute for Sustainable Agriculture
Contact 
Tom Hutton
Technology Marketing Manager
tkhutton@umn.edu
612-626-3429
Case Reference
20160223
www.license.umn.edu
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